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Alabama pushes for VW plant

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Ala-
bama officials have not backed
off an aggressive campaign to
bring a Volkswagen assembly
plant to the state, the state’s top
industry recruiter says.

“We absolutely are still inter-
ested,” said Neal Wade, director
of the Alabama Development
Office. “We are aggressively
going after this project and will
continue to do so.”

Wade reacted to a Press-
Register report in Mobile that
quoted unnamed state officials
“familiar with the project” as
saying that Alabama may step
back from the $1 billion project
because of concerns that VW
may have made an agreement
with the United Auto Workers
union.

Wade told The Huntsville
Times for a story Saturday that
he had heard nothing about talks
between the German automaker
and the UAW until he was con-
tacted by a reporter earlier this
week.

Gov. Bob Riley’s chief spokes-
man, Jeff Emerson, confirmed

Friday that Alabama was con-
tinuing to “very aggressively
pursue” the VW project.

VW is expected to announce
a decision in July between sites
in Limestone County and Chat-
tanooga. Neither VW nor UAW
officials could be reached by the
Huntsville newspaper for com-
ment.

Rep. Mike Hubbard, R-
Auburn, chairman of the Ala-
bama Republican Party, said he
was in a meeting in Huntsville
when Riley and state officials
met with VW representatives.

Hubbard said he never got
the sense that the union issue
could thwart a deal in Ala-
bama.

Brian Hilson, president and
CEO of the Huntsville-Madison
County Chamber of Commerce,
and Tom Hill, economic devel-
opment director for Limestone
County, both declined com-
ment.

Representatives from Lt. Gov.
Jim Folsom and House Speaker
Seth Hammett’s offices said
they have been told to expect
a special legislative session in

mid-July to work on an incen-
tives package for VW.

Legislators from northern
Alabama noted that the UAW
already has a presence in the
area — at the Delphi plant in
Limestone County and the Con-
tinental Corp. in Huntsville.

While he hasn’t been directly
involved in any of the negotia-
tions, state Sen. Parker Griffith,
D-Huntsville, said he’s been told
that the union issue “is not a
deal-breaker” for building the
plant in Limestone County.

“I'm hearing all good things,”
he said. “I'm hearing we could
have an announcement in the
next several weeks and that
a special session is going to
revolve around the Volkswagen
announcement.”

Rep. Micky Hammon, R-
Decatur, said the UAW has been
a strong union in the region for
several years.

Because Delphi is scheduled
to close in 2009, Hammon sug-
gested there would be a ready-
made work force for VW. The
company plans to employ about
2,000 workers.

Questions raised on court contract

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEMPHIS — A psychologist
accused in an unrelated indict-
ment of lying to the FBI won a
lucrative contract with the Mem-
phis drug court largely because
of a judge’s recommendation, a
newspaper reports.

Psychologist Roger Morgan
got the $150,000 contract in 2003
to work with drunken driving
offenders. Overall, he has drawn
$450,000 for work with the
Memphis court, The Commer-
cial Appeal newspaper said.

Morgan was charged in May
with lying to the FBI about offer-
ing an undisclosed amount of

money to former state Sen. John
Ford while lobbying for a pre-
scription drug law benefiting
psychologists.

Ford, who resigned from the
Senate under indictment in 2005,
is serving an unrelated 5 1/2-
year prison sentence for bribery
and is awaiting federal trial in
Nashville on charges of failing
to report payments from state
contractors.

Morgan got help from Ford
in 1998 in getting licensed as
a psychologist in Tennessee.
Two earlier license applications
were rejected because of ques-
tions about Morgan’s academic

qualifications, the newspaper
reported.

Morgan, 55, did not respond
to the newspaper’s interview
request. Calls by The Associated
Press to his office and home were
unanswered. He has pleaded not
guilty to the perjury charges.

After working as a volun-
teer psychologist for Judge Tim
Dwyer, Morgan was one of six
applicants for the drug court
contract.

A memo obtained by The
Commercial Appeal showed
that Morgan got the job despite
apparent weaknesses in his
application.

0n the second stage of a 3 day raee
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Clay Warner rounds a corner on a Raccoon Mountain trail Saturday as he nears the end of
the second of three stages in the Chattanooga Mountains Stage Race. The 18-mile run was
preceded Friday by a 22-mile run on Lookout Mountain and will conclude today with a 20-mile
course on Signal Mountain. The event is part of of the Rock/Creek Trail Series and benefits
The Boonies, a local trail running organization.

Griscom to head state press association

STAFF REPORT

Tom Griscom, publisher and
executive editor of the Chat-
tanooga Times Free Press, was
elected president of the Ten-
nessee Press Association at the
organization’s summer conven-
tion in Johnson City.

“TPA is the voice for journal-
ists across the state and a long-
time advocate of open govern-
ment at all levels,” Mr. Griscom
said. “I appreciate the opportu-
nity to lead the TPA this year

and to serve
as host to the
summer con-
vention next
summer.”
During the
next year, he
said TPA mem-
bers will focus
on reconnect-
ing with read-
ers in Tennes-
see and the ways they access
information through print and

Tom
Griscom

online mediums.

Mr. Griscom, who served as
vice president for daily newspa-
pers last year, succeeded Pauline
Sherrer, publisher of the Cross-
ville Chronicle, as TPA presi-
dent.

The TPA, a trade association
of the state’s daily and non-daily
newspapers, has 128 members.
Founded in 1870-71, its mission is
to create a unified voice for the
newspaper industry of Tennes-
see, according to its Web site.

Lanier offers Wendy

Chris Lanier, former head
of the local Citizen’s Taxpay-
ers Organization, went the extra
mile Monday in encouraging
local public officials to eat fast
food rather than expensive steak
dinners.

At the Hamilton County
Pachyderm Club’s meeting, Mr.
Lanier pulled several Wendy’s
gift cards out of his pocket and
offered them to any official
who wanted one. The audience
laughed.

The Chattanooga Times Free
Press last Sunday quoted Mr. Lani-
er as asking, “Why is it necessary
to go to a steakhouse as opposed
to Wendy’s?” in a story about
county officials’ use of govern-
ment-issued purchasing cards.

The Pachyderm Club meets
at Niko’s Southside Grill at
the corner of 14th and Cowart
streets. The buffet lunch for
the Republican club’s members
costs $13 per person.

SHULER GETS WARM
RECEPTION IN UT
COUNTRY

Former University of Ten-
nessee football standout and
current U.S. Rep. Heath Shuler,
D-N.C,, got a rousing reception
from those attending the Mari-
lyn Lloyd Dinner on Monday
night.

During the Hamilton County
Democratic Party fundraiser,
Rep. Shuler was introduced by
Jim Hall, of Signal Mountain,
as “your All-American in Con-
gress.”

“Now I know why we won
so many football games over at
UT,” the congressman said after
the hearty applause.

In 20006, Rep. Shuler was
elected to represent the moun-
tainous 11th Congressional Dis-
trict of North Carolina, which
includes Asheville, N.C. He is
up for re-election to another
two-year term this fall.

The congressman drew a
connection between East Ten-
nessee and Western North Car-
olina during his brief remarks to
the Democratic crowd.

“We’re mountain folks. We
believe in that shared heritage,”
he said. “We both share those
values across the mountains. ...
I think our core values remain
constant.”

The Marilyn Lloyd Dinner,
held for the first time this year,
is a fundraiser honoring the for-
mer congresswoman from the
3rd Congressional District. She
served from 1975 to 1995.

GORDON, BERKE
LOOK BACK

State Sen. Andy Berke, D-
Chattanooga, got to sit next to
his old boss, U.S. Rep. Bart Gor-
don, D-Tenn., during the Mari-
lyn Lloyd Dinner.

Sen. Berke introduced the
+
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congressman, is chairman of the
House Committee on Science
and Technology, for whom he
worked as a legislative aide after
finishing college.

“I moved to Washington,
D.C., to work for a guy who was
the same age
then that
I am now,
and, man,
did I think
he was old,”
Sen. Berke,
40, joked.

Rep. Gor-
don, who has
represented
a Middle
Tennessee
district since 1985, praised the
freshman state senator.

“I was smart enough 18 years
ago to recognize that Andy
Berke wasn'’t just a bright fellow,
but he was a totally decent fel-
low,” Rep. Gordon said. “It just
tickles me to death to see him
now serving in the Senate.”

DEMOCRATIC
CONVENTION OR BUST

A pair of area delegates for
U.S. Sen. Barack Obama, D-
I1l., at this year’s Democratic
National Convention have asked
for some help to get to Denver
in August.

Justin Wilkins and Elizabeth
Crews held a fundraiser Satur-
day at the Joseph H. Warner
House on Vine Street to under-
write their travel expenses.

Though the invitation to
the fundraiser noted that con-
tributions of any amount were
appreciated, certain contribu-
tion levels carried sponsorship
titles. For contributions of $25,
one could be a “supporter,” con-
tributors of $50 were tagged
“delegates,” and for more than
$100, one could be called a
“superdelegate.”

The two delegates also are
accepting contributions online
and by mail.

GOVERNOR HELD UP
BY SPONTANEOUS
WEDDING

Last week Gov. Phil Brede-
sen had to apologize for being
a half-hour late to a ceremonial
bill-signing event in Chattanoo-
ga, but he said he had “a pretty
good excuse.”

The governor had just come
from a similar event in Knox-
ville, in which he signed the
Long-Term Care Community
Choices Act of 2008. Shortly
before the signing, he’d received
a call from state Sen. Tim Bur-
chett, R-Knoxville.

The senator and his fiancee,
Allison Beaver, originally set a
wedding date of Sept. 6 but on a
whim the couple decided to have
the governor marry them instead,
the governor recounted.

s gift cards to officials

Gov. Bredesen married the
couple under a tree after the
Knoxville bill signing, he said.

“I figured you all would
understand,” he said to the
crowd of media and long-term
care advocates, providers and
patients gathered at the Alexian
Brothers Community Services
PACE program building in Chat-
tanooga. “Since we’re in the
mode here, if there’s anybody
out here who’s kind of holding
hands and would like, after this
is over, to have yourself hitched
up ... I'll be glad to take care of
you.”

NOT THE WILDLIFE
THEY WERE EXPECTING

Members of the local media
and Tennessee Aquarium offi-
cials got an unexpected eyeful
as they watched for wildlife
while aboard the aquarium’s
new 65-foot boat, the River
Gorge Explorer, during the ves-
sel’s maiden voyage Thursday.

While motoring through
the Tennessee River Gorge, a
bikini-clad woman on a nearby
pontoon boat twice flashed the
journalists, aquarium officials
and community sponsors of the
$2.9 million Explorer.

“Girls Gone Wild, Tennessee
River Gorge edition,” comment-
ed Gary Poole, news editor for
the Web site Scenic City Online,
shortly after the flashing.

Mr. Poole and representa-
tives from numerous other local
media outlets were aboard the
vessel as part of an event orga-
nized by the Tennessee Aquar-
ium to promote the aquarium’s
latest attraction.

Tennessee Aquarium spokes-
man Thom Benson said after
the boat docked that he didn’t
witness the River Gorge Flasher
but speculated that the sight-
ing might be an added draw for
those considering a trip through
Tennessee’s “Grand Canyon.”

THE $14 BILLION
QUESTION

Opponents of a proposed
nuclear power plant in North-
east Alabama are updating the
1950s television show “The
$64,000 question” with a cost-
lier challenge for local resi-
dents.

The Bellefonte Efficiency
and Sustainability Team and
other environmental groups are
sponsoring a contest about what
could be done with $14 billion.
The anti-nuclear activists claim
building new reactors at the
Bellefonte site in Hollywood,
Ala., will cost TVA $14 billion,
although earlier estimates from
TVA were only half that much.

Louise Gorenflo, a coordina-
tor for BEST, said the contest is
designed to get people thinking
about how much energy could be
saved in the Tennessee Valley.

+

“If TVA spent $14 billion on
energy efficiency and renew-
able energy between now and
2020 instead of building a
nuclear plant, not only could
we avoid having to build Belle-
fonte nuclear plant but we could
start shutting down coal plants,”
she said.

The winning individual
or group for the contest will
receive $2,000. The second-
prize winner will receive $1,000
while four third-place winners
will each receive $500. Winners
will be announced on the sum-
mer solstice, June 21, 2009.

TOE-ING THE LINE

With gas prices rising, Chat-
tanooga police are asking resi-
dents to use Teleserve, which
allows them to make reports
about certain crimes over the
phone.

No word on whether police
drove to the home of a Chat-
tanooga man after he phoned
dispatch late Tuesday afternoon
to report an unsightly discovery
in his can of corn — a toenail.

Compiled by staff writers
Michael Davis, Matt Wilson,
Emily Bregel, Dave Flessner and
Jacqueline Koch.

E-mail Michael Davis at
michaeld@timesfreepress.com

E-mail Matt Wilson at
mwilson@timesfreepress.com

E-mail Emily Bregel at
ebregel@timesfreepress.com

E-mail Dave Flessner at
dflessner@timesfreepress.com

E-mail Jacqueline Koch at
jkoch@timesfreepress.com
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= Fixed Rate'
= No Closing Cost?

Home Equity Rates
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ver = 5 50% arr

6.00% arr

= Up to 100% of Value?®

Live or work in
Hamilton County?
Join today!

'WE STAND STRONG
TOGETHER™

www.dccuchatt.com

DUPONT COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION
4503 Hixson Pike
7550 E. Brainerd Rd.
8821 Consolidated Drive, Soddy-Daisy

423.875.6955

iLoan rates can vary depending on the strength of the member’s credit. Other rates available for
members with special borrowing needs. All rates and terms subject to change without notice. 2DCCU
will pay standard closing costs associated with the loan. At your discretion, you may be responsible

for the cost of a property valuation. This could

have the effect of increasing your APR. An Early

Termination Fee of $325.00 will be added to the payoff of the loan if closed within the first two years.
3Less any outstanding encumbrances against the property.

27538663

timesfreepress.com

Meet Clay Bennett

He'll prick your conscience, tickle
your funnybone and nail the issues.

Check out our Pulitzer Prize-winning
editorial cartoonist in print and
online at timesfreepress.com
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o EUETLLERY #1 GOLD BUYER

Find out why Chattanooga’s #1 Gold Buyer has
been featured on WRBC, NBC, ABC, Pulse
Magazine, and the Times Free Press! Don’t be
fooled by the competition! We are the biggest,
A not the middle man. Trust the industry leader!

. NEED CASH?

\/ Now is the time to sell your gold!
v/ Get paid TOP-DOLLAR!

V Thousands of satisfied customers!
V Thousands of dollars paid out!

RICK DAVIS GOLD & DIAMONDS
5301 Brainerd Rd * (423)499-9162






