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About the cover

Josh Wheeler runs in the Chattanoo-
ga Waterfront Triathlon, placing 2nd
in his age group and 34th overall in
a group of more than 1,000 athletes.
A story is on page 10.
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Looking
Back

Signal Mountain
through
the years

B This week in 1973,
residents of Signal Moun-
tain organized to raise the
remaining $672,400 for a
$1.7 million Town Center
under construction on

22 acres at the junction
of Rolling Way and Taft
Highway.

More than $1 million
had been raised already
through municipal taxes
and a grant by the Bureau
of Outdoor Recreation,
and the remaining funds
were to come from inter-
ested families, founda-
tions, corporations and the
business community.

The Town Center was
to include city government
buildings and recreational
facilities for family activi:
ties, and be separate but
visually related to the civic
and recreational areas.

The biggest part of the
project was to be the fami-
ly center, with a swimming
pool, ball diamonds and
playgrounds. Six tennis
courts were to be built and
a paved bicycle trail was
planned to loop all of the
recreational areas without
crossing any street.

The town hall and fire
and police departments
were to have easy access
to thoroughfares, with a
separate driveway on Roll-
ing Way. An amphitheater
occupying a portion of a
rocky hillside between the
tennis courts and James
Boulevard was planned for
the future.

Chairman of the com-
mittee to raise the balance
of funds was Frederick O.
Newman. Assisting him
was A. Calvin Baird, James
E. Ballard, J.C. Caldwell
Jr., Thomas A. Caldwell
Jr., William B. Close and
]J.E. Decosimo. Others as-
sisting in fund-raising
included Charles M. Den-
nard, William D. Hawfield,
A. Vincent Keyes, William
A. Lyman, Felix Miller Jr.,
Everett Roberts and Alfred
Smith.
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Josh Wheeler conquers cancer, triathlons

By KaTy MENA

CoMMUuNITY NEWs WRITER

races were not on Josh Wheeler’s agenda
B as he began his senior year of high school

at McCallie. Sure, his jaw was kind of
crooked, but he had college to look forward to in
a year, and braces just did not fit into his vision
of a freshman first day. Consulting a growth spe-
cialist to see if his face would eventually correct
itself, Mr. Wheeler managed to sidestep braces
as he climbed into the MRI machine. What the
radiologist found on the screen was a bit more
frightening than dental work.

Mr. Wheeler was quite shocked last Sept.
28, when he received the news that he had a
brain tumor. Never having experienced pain,
dizziness, or fatigue, he felt like a healthy 18-
year-old boy. “The whole experience was so
surreal,” he said. “I never had any symptoms. I
never felt like I had cancer.”

The harsh truth was that he did. Two brain
surgeries to remove the tumor followed Mr.
Wheeler’s diagnosis. “I never tried to get too
attached to it,” said Mr. Wheeler of the tumor
in his skull.

Though he was glad to kiss the malignancy
good-bye, Mr. Wheeler was left with the reality
that he could no longer participate in contact
sports. A dedicated wrestler throughout high
school, he would have to shift activities to get
his athletic fix.

Having dropped 20 pounds as a result of his
surgeries, Mr. Wheeler’s body was smaller, but
his physical strength remained. Strong in spirit
as well as in body, he took his weight loss as an
opportunity to rebuild his body for something
new. “I thought, “Why not start training to be-
come a triathlete?”” he said.

Start training, Mr. Wheeler did. Possess-
ing a background as an endurance athlete, Mr.
Wheeler did not find the transition difficult
as he began training in running and cycling.
Swimming, however, posed a bit of a problem.
“Swimming has always been my Achilles heel,”
he said, explaining that his small size would
always make him sink to the bottom of the
water. Never one to surrender to a challenge,
Mr. Wheeler started practicing with McCallie
swimming and diving coach Stan Corcoran.

Mr. Wheeler appears to have mastered all
triathlon areas, as he has won several area

Signal Mountain resident Josh Wheeler ped- |

als his way to victory in a recent triathlon.
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triathlons in the recent months. Placing first
and second in his age group in races such as
the Over the Mountain Triathlon and the Chat-
tanooga Waterfront Triathlon, he has grown to
love his new sport of choice.

“I really started to enjoy winning,” he said
of his experience with the triathlons. “I really
started to enjoy the thrill of competition.”

While the cancer was what sparked Mr.
Wheeler’s newfound triathlon love, it has
been set aside as he prepares for the future
(though he keeps the date of his diagnosis on
the handlebars of his bike as a reminder to stay
strong, a practice learned from mentor Lance
Armstrong). Headed for Appalachian State in
the fall and the 2007 Triathlon Nationals next
July, Mr. Wheeler has more important things to
focus on than cancer.

And thankfully, braces are no longer part of
the equation.

E-mail Katy Mena at
kmena@tfpcommunitynews.com

A PLACE FOR PARTIES

unique venue and art gallery

Cattle Call

Opening Reception
Friday, Aug 11 * 6 pm to 9pm
Cattle Call, an exhibit of art with a

western attitude, Aug 1 - Aug 30

www.redbankgallery.com
" 423-870-2443
3918 Dayton Blvd.
Chattanooga, TN

791338
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| equipment, we can help!

| helmets, bells, lights, and

| safety is very important to

| the proper equipment to

Pedal Pointers

bikes & friendly aﬂvice
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safes » rentals . service

Suck Creek Cycle

Stressed out about the
upcoming school year?
Can't figure out how to
get everybody to school
on time? Instead of
sitting in long carpool
lines wasting expensive
gas, why not have your
kids bike to school? Its
great exercise, saves gas,
and guarantees that the
kids will be fully awake
by the time they get to
school. And with the
new addition of
sidewalks leading to
Thrasher and Signal
Mountain Middle, the risk
factor is greatly reduced.

| Plus, with such wonderful

temperatures in the
morning, it makes for a
pleasant start to the day.
If your kids don't have a
bike or the right

Suck Creek Cycle carries
a wide variety of bike
safety gear including
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reflective vests. Bike

us, and that is why we

only carry the highest
quality equipment. We
are more than happy to
outfit your children with

keep them safe and
protected on their ride
to school.

come by and
check out

our new shop at
319 Cherokee Bivd.

or give us a call at

(423) 266-8883
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