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Where to find the top adventure gear, the smartest advice, and the best prices

VER SINCE LEWIS AND CLARK STOPPED IN

Philadelphia to load up on catgut mosguito

nets, linen knapsacks, and patent medicines for
their expedition, all great American adventures have
started with a shopping spree. Hining an ourdoor store
for maps, gear, and advice is an essential rive of passage,
so finding the right store matters. We enlisted maore than
100 experts — athletes, guides, writers, and more — and
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ROCK/CREEK OUTFITTERS

CHATTANOOGA, TN
A regional hub for paddlers with outlets
on the Tennessee and the Ocoee rivers,
Rock/Creek stocks more than 200 boats,
organizes weekend trips, and lets experi-
enced paddlers demo whitewater boats on
the Ocoee’s Class Ill+ rapids.

(rockcreek.com)

 (from $550)

staff expertise, location, contribution to the local
adventute scene, and product quality. Staffers from
virtual stores picked the best gear for us to showcase
And some of the stores tumed our 1o be adventure desti-
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nations themselves, like REI's ¢6,000-square-foot Den-
ver complex, with its 45-foot indoor climbing rower
(pictured above ). Bur all the great stores supply much

more than just gear — they supply inspiration. We had
t of every ane, GREG MELVILLE

HIGH-END
Backcountry.com With the

FREELINE
DESIGN

widest range of premium gear
available — fike the Suunto Tita-
nium X6HRT ($L000), below —

and superb customer service
(phones are manned by Utah

gearheads), Backcountry.com
is the go-to site for serious
adventurers.

DEALS
Sierratradingpost.com

A T.J. Maxx for gear, this \§
website sells off-season " \§
apparel and overstocks,
Hidden amid the no-name
brands and closeouts are
top-drawer items as much
as 70 percent off retail

PADDLING
NANTAHALA OUTDOOR

~dxopical Dream
m‘n es You

ISTS DURANGO, CO

picenter of mountain

ear-old shop's walls tell the

ith memorabifia donated

5. But what sets it apart

e stafl, “The mechanics

found anywhere,” says

op U.S. finisher at the

Bike World Championships.
pecialists.com)

AN CYCLERY
Cisco, ca

[ store specializes in rare Ital-

CENTER BRYSON CITY, NC
Mo shop has a more convenient put-in spot
{on the Nantahala’s Class I+ rapids) for
lesling boats or newer equipment (mani-
facturers are in a hurry to get their boats.
into the hands of the hardcore trendsetters
who shop at NOC). The salespeople know
their stuff because many of them are guides
or competitive paddlers. Prime time to visit:
Halloween weekend, when NOC sells off all
af its instructional gear from the previous

ROCK/CREEK OUTFITTERS
CHATTANOOGA, TN
A regional hub for paddiers with outlets
on the Tennessee and the Ocoee rivers,
Rock/Creek stocks more than 200 boats,

1) COLORADO
CYCLIST Found in
every serious cyclist's
mailbox, this catalog
has it all: the best
road bikes, apparel,
and accessories — al
the best prices.

com)
2) MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT CO-0OP
MEC is to Canada what REI is to Americar
It sells a huge range of top quality gear at
amazingly low prices. (mec.ca)
3) NORTHWEST RIVER SUPPLY NRS
carries absolutely everything needed for
paddling. Including its own line of afford-
able high-quality gear. (nrsweb.com)
&) SWELL No surfboards here, but
plenty of wetsuits, surf gear, beachwear,
beach accessories, and surf videos at.
prices often 30 percent lower than you'll
find at your local shop. (swell.com)
§) BASS PRO The 700-page everything:
you-need "Master Catalog” weighs as
much as a tackle box and is so good Bass
Pro needs 100 customer service reps to

.Hsld all the phone orders. (basspro.com)




